GOVERNMENT   FOR   'IRAQ,
control in 'Iraq could be secured to Great Britain as effectively
through British advice and protection to the new State as by
the retention of direct executive control, as contemplated by
the Bonham-Carter Committee.1
Mr. H. R. C. Dobbs who, as Foreign Secretary to the
Government of India, had examined the Report on behalf of
the India Office,3 believed that no great objection \vould be
found to the general premises of the first fourteen paragraphs
of the Report (Sec. i). He maintained, however, that it
would be
hardly advisable to make the President or Members of the
Council removable at the pleasure of the High Commissioner
for that would make the Council too obviously the High
Commissioner's passive instrument. If removable, they
should be removable by the British Secretary of State. In
any case a period should be fixed for holding of posts (Sec.2).
He went on to point out that
if a British Secretary has technically all the executive
power and the Arab member is a mere adviser, the position of
the x\rab member will be so weak as to deceive no one. It
would seem greatly preferable to make the Arab members
technically responsible and to give the British Secretary the
right to refer to the High Commissioner any important
differences of opinion between themselves and their members
(Sec. 2).
He declared, moreover, that the relation of the High Com-
missioner to the Council had been given only general definition.
Only his power of overruling decisions and his power of
appointment and dismissal bound him to the Council. No
provisions were made for periodical reports from it to the High
Commissioner. Room for criticism was also found in the failure
1 Op. at., pp. 312-13.
3 Memorandum by H R Dobbs, C.SJ., Foreign Secretary to the Government of
India, on proposals of Bonham-Carter Committee (India Office, B. 342).
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